
Where to Start 
 
The most common suggestion made by poster session 
organizers is to distill the information on the poster session 
to the most concentrated amount. Provide details in 
handouts. Some of the most visually successful posters 
have had less then 20 phrase based bullets with two or 
three supporting images or graphs. 
  
Suggested Font Sizes 
 
Main Title 60-100 point in template 
Author 50-60 point in template 
Headers 48-60 point in template 
Paragraph Text 30-40 point in template 
  
How to Insert Content 
 
Text  
Copy the content from your original document. On the 
PowerPoint template use your mouse to highlight the area 
where you would like to insert your content. Once the 
appropriate text area is highlighted paste content. 
 
Images/Charts  
Click the icon in the designated placeholder area. Once the 
pop up box is on your screen select the file that you would 
like to place. 

 
When You are Ready  
for Printing 
 
Please fill out the OAI Graphic Design Request Form 
 
Email both the request form and poster template to 
OAIProjects@towson.edu 
 
Turn around time is approximately one week  
on drop off printing. 
 
For assistance please call OAI at 410-704-2005  
or email OAIProjects@towson.edu 

Extra Headers 
 
The headers in this column are provided for your 
convenience.  

 
Header Title  
 
To change the title of the header double click the text until 
the title is highlighted. Once the title is highlighted type in 
the preferred title. 
 
Place Headers 
 
Once the header is titled properly drag and drop the header 
to where you would like it placed on your poster.  
 

This research develops and creates 
educational modules that will increase back-
end security of the State of Maryland’s 
election process.  An increase in security will 
be achieved by educating Election Judges on 
cyber, insider, and physical threats that 
pertain to their specific role within the elections 
process as well as informing them of actions 
to control, mitigate, and/or eliminate these 
threats.  
 
The security of elections in the United States 
has been particularly scrutinized within the past 
few years. While most media attention has been 
paid to foreign actors potentially tampering or 
meddling with voter databases and votes, 
attention must also be paid to back-end 
activities occurring inside polling places. 
Training modules for Check-In, Provisional, 
and Scanning Unit Judges are developed in 
partnership with Harford County. The efficacy 
and effectiveness of the educational modules 
are tested via a pre-post test and usability study.  
 
The goal of the research is to empower Election 
Judges to take an active role in back-end 
security and encourage adoption of the training 
across the entire state. The more aware 
Election Judges are to threats that pertain to 
their specific role and the more knowledgeable 
they are to properly handle these threats, the 
more secure our elections can be. 
 

•  Pilot each Election Module  
•  Conduct a pre-post test and a usability 

study 
 
 
 
 
 

Empowering Election Judges 
 to Secure Our Elections 

 
Lorraine Black and Saraubi Harrison � Advisors: Dr. Natalie M. Scala and Dr. Josh Dehlinger 

In collaboration with the Harford County Board of Elections 

Abstract Training Modules 

Header 

Header 

Header 

Header 

Header 

Next Steps and 
Acknowledgements 

Example Threats and Mitigations 
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Check-In / Electronic Pollbook Judge 

Provisional Voting Judge 

Scanning Unit Judge 

Physical	 An	individual	steals	
the	passwords	for	
voting	equipment	&	
resets	the	settings	to	
the	machines	prior	to	

election		
	

Watch/assist	other	
Election	Judges,	when	
able,	to	ensure	all	

steps	are	being	done	
correctly	

Insider	

Have	more	than	one	
person	assist	in	set	up	
of	the	Scanning	Unit	&	
always	stand	within	
two	feet	of	unit	when	

in	use	

Cyber	 A	malicious	cyber	
actor	overwrites	
unprotected	

memory	on	flash	
drives	used	by	
optical	scanners	

Each	voter	must	present	
their	Voter	Authority	
Card	with	ballot	reason	
and	proper	signatures	

Election	Judges	
may	compromise	
ballots	by	error,	
carelessness,	
distraction,	or	

deliberate	means		
	


